
8/24/13 5:37 PMBWW Special Feature: 99 and Under the Radar - The Downtown Renaissance

Page 1 of 3http://www.broadwayworld.com/off-off-broadway/article/BWW-Special-Feature-99-and-Under-the-Radar-The-Downtown-Renaissance-20110209

Feedback Print E-mail

Enter Your Email Wednesday, February 9, 2011; 04:02 PM - by Michael Roderick

GET TICKETS UNITED STATES THE WORLD BWW SPECIAL OFFERS  Enter Search

LOG IN | REGISTER NOW!

TICKET CENTRAL
SPONSORED BY

 SPIDER-MAN

Broadway
Off-Bway

Tours
London

Help, Pick Me a Show

BWW TODAY
Latest News
CDs/Books/DVDs
BWW Database
Grosses 8/18 
Photos
Reviews
TV/Video

MESSAGE BOARDS
Broadway 
West End 

 Off-topic 
 Student 

JOB LISTINGS
Equity Non Equity
Classifieds

FOR ALL AGES
BWW Junior
College Center
Elementary Center
High School Center

CITY GUIDE
City Guide
Event Calendar
Hotel Finder

Restaurant Guide

BROADWAY EXTRAS
Classroom 
Guest Blogs
Tony Awards
Twitter Watch
Web Radio
Your Settings

GO MOBILE WITH BWW
iPhone, Android, iPad & More

CLICK HERE!

BWW Special Feature: 99 and Under the Radar - The Downtown
Renaissance

 

Welcome back to to 99 AND UNDER THE RADAR: A LOOK AT
INDIE THEATER'S MOVERS AND SHAKERS, BroadwayWorld's
new weekly series that showcases standout productions and
production companies from the independent theater scene in
New York City. Each week, independent producer Michael
Roderick will be discussing the latest goings on in the
theatrical wings, highlighting those with potentially bright
futures.

This Week's Topic: The downtown renaissance

It is often said that in difficult times, some of the best art is created.
If the current array of shows playing downtown are any indication of
the future, then that future looks considerably brighter than the
weather we've been experiencing lately. From explorations of
gentrification to giving the finger to the world of Christian rock, the
indie community has tackled it all and with a stunning level of grace.
The companies that have provided the Indie theatre scene with such

gems? Art. Party Theater Company, Wide Eyed Productions, Clout in the Mug Productions, and La Mama.

La Mama recently closed a new show called Camp Wanatachi which had a previous run in FringeNYC and
those who got to catch this limited run were really given quite the treat. This show defied many of the
assumptions made about independently produced theatre with a set that rivaled many Broadway stages
and talent that should be on Broadway right now. The show also introduced the audience to a brand new
sound in musical theatre. A sound filled with beat boxes, reverb, wa wa pedals, and looped remixes.
With that many new elements and such incredible design in both set and lights by Marc Janowitz, there
is a lot to live up to. The show exceeded the power within the first bouncy and hip tune incorporating
actors moving through the audience, then squirting water pistols inches from your face. It's very rare for
all of the elements of design and performance to come together so seamlessly, but director Matt Cowart
blocks the piece with such skill, no one ever seems out of place. Cowart has assisted a number of great
talents, but it won't be long before hundreds are assisting him. The work he did in this piece was

inspired and he is certainly a director to watch in the coming years. The ensemble cast was
extraordinarily tight in both their commitment to the show's subversive concepts and their vocals. A
major standout was Marissa O'Donnell who's 3 o' clock number about being in love with a girl featured a
note held so long that some audience members started looking at their watches in disbelief. Rounded out
by a book that captures adolescence by the talented Bekah Brunstetter and Natalie Elizabeth Weiss and
with choreography by Vanessa Walters that captured the frenetic pace of many of the electronica beats,
and introduced us to the idea of lunch room "swag", Camp Wanatachi, much like summer camp, seemed
to fly by. To see what you missed, check out their website here.

On the other side of the street, the folks at Wide Eyed Productions opened their powerful night ofone
acts titled "A Girl Wrote it" The show
features four plays by emerging
female playwrights as an answer to
the call of 50/50 in 2020 as well as a
number of very funny interludes
commenting on the challenges
female playwrights face. The most
thought provoking being Bekah
Brunstetter's piece about not being
"outstanding" This was an evening of
fantastic writing, directing, and
performing. The evening featured
plays steeped in genres like film noir,
and absurdism while also providing
some slapstick comedy. Most
impressive was the piece "The
Return of Toodles Von Flooz" by Lisa
Ferber directed with razor sharp precision by Kristin Skye Hoffman. Betty O'Boozenberg, (a brilliant
performance by Lisa Mamazza) delivers each horrible cliche with a confidence and pizazz as the play
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performance by Lisa Mamazza) delivers each horrible cliche with a confidence and pizazz as the play
careens towards a place even more wacky than when it started. All in all, a very good time is had by all.
All of the shows are very strong and the team at Wide Eyed deserves to be commended for putting
together an evening of such out and out quality. To snag your tickets before they are gone, click here.

And a mere 10 blocks up at the 14th street Y, The Red Fern Theater Company is presenting
Gentrofusion. The piece is also a series of short plays hinged around the theme of gentrification. One of
the most impressive things about Red Fern is how well produced the shows are. From the choice of set,
to lights, to the order of the plays, Gentrifusion creates its own amazing fusion of art and culture. The
pieces take a very hard look at what happens when our home becomes someone else's as the result of a
shrinking wallet and rising rent. The work varies from a clever retelling of Our Town, to a tale of stealing
cupcakes and purses. Most impressive is Crystal Skillman's wonderfully touching piece "Crawl" directed
by Colette Robert. Skillman's dialogue between two brothers deciding to sell their home is so natural
sounding and personal that one cannot help but be drawn in to the plight of these two men. The choice
of this piece as a closer was a great one indeed. There are still some tickets left for this evening that will
make you take a second look at your neighborhood. To grab them, go here.
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Michael Roderick has produced at Manhattan Theatre Source, Theater Row Studios, Where
Eagles Dare, the Dorothy Strelsin Theatre, the Red Room, the Bridge Theatre at Shetler Studios
and has produced shows in the NY International Fringe Festival, the Midtown International
Theatre Festival, the Samuel French Off-Off Broadway Short Play Festival, among others. He
has worked as an office associate for Davenport Theatrical Enterprises and has Off Broadway
producing credit as an Associate Producer of the musical ROOMS a Rock Romance at New World
Stages as well as an Associate Producer of The New Hopeville Comics at The Chernuchin
Theater at ATA. Michael is currently the program director for Self-Producing Artists at Theater
Resources Unlimited. Michael is also a graduate of the Commercial Theatre Institute's 14-week
Program as well as the Six-week Creative Intensive Program. Michael is the organizer of the
Independent Producers Alliance of NY and he holds a BA in Secondary Ed English and Theatre
Performance from Rhode Island College as well as a Masters in Educational Theatre for Colleges
and Communities from NYU.

Past Articles by This Author:
99 and Under the Radar: Three Spidey Shows...Turn ON the Dark
99 and Under the Radar: Independent Theatre's Evolution
BWW Special Feature: 99 and Under the Radar - The Downtown Renaissance
BWW Special Feature: 99 and Under the Radar; Looking to Produce in the New Year?
BWW Special Feature: 99 and Under the Radar; Where there's a Whale...
BWW Special Feature: 99 and Under the Radar; Tackling the topic of 'Guilt'
BWW Special Feature: 99 and Under the Radar; Having the Nerve...
BWW Special Feature: 99 and Under the Radar; A 'Neo Futurist' Twist on Horror...
BWW Special Feature: 99 and Under the Radar; Places to See...
BWW Special Feature: 99 and Under the Radar; A Clubbed Thumb...
BWW Special Feature: 99 and Under the Radar; A Jurassic Jaunt...

 

 

LATEST NEWS
STAGE TUBE: Dramatists
Guild Panel - Wright, Hall,
Holzman and Ives on
Adapting for the Stage

STAGE TUBE: Dramatists
Guild Panel - Doug Wright
Talks HANDS ON A
HARDBODY and More!

STAGE TUBE: Dramatists
Guild Panel - Lin-Manuel
Miranda Talks THE
HAMILTON MIXTAPE and
More!

STAGE TUBE: Dramatists
Guild Panel - Stephen
Schwartz and Winnie
Holzman Talk Writing
WICKED

BWW TV Exclusive:
Backstage with Richard
Ridge - SAG Foundation
Conversations Series with
Sebastian Arcelus

Orlando Bloom and
Condola Rashad-Led
ROMEO AND JULIET Begins
Today on Broadway

AMELIE Film Director
'Disgusted' by Plans for
Broadway Adaptation But
Sells Rights For Charity

BWW TV Exclusive:
CUTTING EDGE
COMPOSERS CORNER-
Derek Klena and Emma
Hunton Sing 'It's Been a
While'

HOT STORIES
TV: Urie & Skivvies Sing 'Chapel/Not Gonna Get
Married'

BWW TV: In the Rehearsal Room with the EVITA
Tour Cast!

Kendrick Bares All In Sexy New Photo Shoot

Darren Criss Performs The Beatles In GLEE Sneak
Peek

Smirnoff & Chmerkovskiy End Run in TANGO Today

Like 0

Facebook social plugin

CommentPosting as Kristin Skye Hoffmann (Change)

Add a comment...

Post to Facebook 

https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.broadwayworld.com%2Foff-off-broadway%2Farticle%2FBWW-Special-Feature-99-and-Under-the-Radar-The-Downtown-Renaissance-20110209&related=broadwayworld&text=BWW%20Special%20Feature%3A%2099%20and%20Under%20the%20Radar%20-%20The%20Downtown%20Renaissance&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.broadwayworld.com%2Foff-off-broadway%2Farticle%2FBWW-Special-Feature-99-and-Under-the-Radar-The-Downtown-Renaissance-20110209
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.broadwayworld.com%2Foff-off-broadway%2Farticle%2FBWW-Special-Feature-99-and-Under-the-Radar-The-Downtown-Renaissance-20110209
http://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=B4QD3jCcZUuv2JZLO0AHWzICIDKzUnt0DAAAAEAEg_OSIGzgAWITD-L5qYMnGqYvApNgPsgEVd3d3LmJyb2Fkd2F5d29ybGQuY29tugEKMTYweDYwMF9hc8gBCdoBfmh0dHA6Ly9icm9hZHdheXdvcmxkLmNvbS9vZmYtb2ZmLWJyb2Fkd2F5L2FydGljbGUvQldXLVNwZWNpYWwtRmVhdHVyZS05OS1hbmQtVW5kZXItdGhlLVJhZGFyLVRoZS1Eb3dudG93bi1SZW5haXNzYW5jZS0yMDExMDIwOcACAuACAOoCFS8xMDYyOTMzMDAvQXJ0aWNsZTE2MPgCgdIekAPgA5gD4AOoAwHQBJBO4AQBoAYW&num=0&sig=AOD64_0lRwMXDHG0V9_cX8a9xYvX5HJjXg&client=ca-pub-5460348152661145&adurl=http://ad.doubleclick.net/jump/N4253.broadwayworld/B7394856.102301223;sz=160x600;kw=%5Burl_encoded_publisher_data%5D;ord=536875095?
http://www.broadwayworld.com/mediakit.cfm
http://www.broadwayworld.com/contact.cfm
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/Join-the-BWW-Interns-Contributors-Team-20120828
http://www.broadwayworld.com/submitnews.cfm
http://www.smarttix.com/
http://www.broadwayworld.com/people/Colette-Robert/
https://www.ovationtix.com/trs/pr/800375
http://www.broadwayworld.com/off-off-broadway/article/BWW-Special-Feature-99-and-Under-the-Radar-The-Downtown-Renaissance-20110209-page2
http://www.broadwayworld.com/off-off-broadway
http://www.broadwayworld.com/special-broadway-offers.cfm
http://www.broadwayworld.com/special-broadway-offers.cfm
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/99_and_Under_the_Radar_Three_Spideys_20010101
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/99_and_Under_the_Radar_Independent_Theatres_Evolution_20110315
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/BWW_Special_Feature_99_and_Under_the_Radar_The_Downtown_Renaissance_20110209
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/BWW_Special_Feature_99_and_Under_the_Radar_Looking_to_Produce_in_the_New_Year_20101227
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/BWW_Special_Feature_99_and_Under_the_Radar_Where_theres_a_Whale_20101201
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/BWW_Special_Feature_99_and_Under_the_Radar_Having_the_Nerve_20010101
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/BWW_Special_Feature_99_and_Under_the_RadarHaving_the_Nerve_20101108
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/BWW_Special_Feature_99_and_Under_the_Radar_Places_to_See_20101026
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/BWW_Special_Feature_99_and_Under_the_Radar_Places_to_See_20100921
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/BWW_Special_Feature_99_and_Under_the_Radar_A_Clubbed_Thumb_20100914
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/BWW_Special_Feature_99_and_Under_the_Radar_A_Jurassic_Jaunt_20100831
http://www.broadwayworld.com/topic/CUTTING-EDGE-COMPOSERS
http://www.broadwayworld.com/outside-the-box.cfm
http://www.broadwayworld.com/topic/CHEWING-THE-SCENERY-WITH-RANDY-RAINBOW
http://www.broadwayworld.com/topic/BACKSTAGE-WITH-RICHARD-RIDGE
http://www.broadwayworld.com/newsdesk.php
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/STAGE-TUBE-Dramatists-Guild-Panel-Wright-Hall-Holzman-and-Ives-on-Adapting-for-the-Stage-20130824
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/STAGE-TUBE-Dramatists-Guild-Panel-Doug-Wright-Talks-HANDS-ON-A-HARDBODY-and-More-20130824
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/STAGE-TUBE-Dramatists-Guild-Panel-Lin-Manuel-Miranda-Talks-THE-HAMILTON-MIXTAPE-and-More-20130824
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/STAGE-TUBE-Dramatists-Guild-Panel-Stephen-Schwartz-and-Winnie-Holzman-Talk-Writing-WICKED-20130824
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/BWW-TV-Exclusive-Backstage-with-Richard-Ridge-SAG-Foundation-Conversations-Series-with-Sebastian-Arcelus-20130824
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/Orlando-Bloom-and-Condola-Rashad-to-Lead-David-Leveaux-Helmed-ROMEO-AND-JULIET-on-Broadway-Opens-September-19-at-Richard-Rodgers-Theatre-20130823
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/AMELIE-Film-Director-Disgusted-by-Plans-for-Broadway-Adaptation-But-Sells-Rights-For-Charity-20130823
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/BWW-TV-Exclusive-CUTTING-EDGE-COMPOSERS-CORNER--Derek-Klena-and-Emma-Hunton-Sing-Its-Been-a-While-20130823
http://www.broadwayworld.com/newsdesk.php
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/STAGE-TUBE-Michael-Urie-and-The-Skivvies-Perform-Going-to-the-ChapelNot-Gonna-Get-Married-Today-Mash-Up-20130817
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/BWW-TV-In-the-Rehearsal-Room-with-Caroline-Bowman-Josh-Young-EVITA-Tour-Cast-Plus-Performance-Highlights-20130823
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/Kendrick-Bares-All-In-Sexy-New-Photo-Shoot-20130821
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/Criss-Performs-The-Beatles-In-GLEE-S5-Sneak-Peek-20130821
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/Karina-Smirnoff-and-Maksim-Chmerkovskiy-Extend-Run-in-FOREVER-TANGO-Through-Aug-18-20130817
http://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=ChNGAiScZUqfqIIzO0AHBn4HoB5PB4u4Fu6qIsHvD-5HFtwEQASCd9fQBUM3x31lgycapi8Ck2A-gAa32necDyAEJqAMBqgTkAU_QDLiRfNDke12PLkC9fp5N5MvLXhS5XYU2lIk4nQxoUWm_WLpFST0d3Qkw22y3pjhWCeKVJ149grBMfuWukpY6jqRt4uyshqETk9DZfg1YbbW5J1QFo9HiWjfaUiCvFLVUVe85zvcQDoIkDih9XUiviywjmF3w1MGq0yJ7CSXFealM5oNqOld7qjP222mYmhuTDQIw4PJEcJoWWYnVqe3oWHKtNtXws1bDuAhQ7laCMI6dNvpfTu54FQWrPWiRtQ4XRM68a4537R52hOuTgGmokcJ1qVlOsVtPufMhA8RhZ125B6AGEYAHu4niGA&num=1&sig=AOD64_32ZO39iR_ZpNDZNW28gR2Vbyqsmw&client=ca-pub-5985687329815214&adurl=http%3A%2F%2Fad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh%3Dv8/3e48/2/0/%2a/e%3B272517422%3B3-0%3B0%3B101745901%3B2321-160/600%3B54075566/53982360/1%3B%3B%7Eokv%3D%3Bpc%3DgdnOxUCtgcAAAA%3B%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://www.extendedstayamerica.com/
http://developers.facebook.com/plugins/?footer=1
http://developers.facebook.com/plugins/?footer=1
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=139648586265&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D26%23cb%3Dff204028c%26domain%3Dwww.broadwayworld.com%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.broadwayworld.com%252Ff25746b224%26relation%3Dparent.parent&href=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.broadwayworld.com%2Farticle%2FBWW-Special-Feature-99-and-Under-the-Radar-The-Downtown-Renaissance-20110209&locale=en_US&mobile=false&numposts=3&sdk=joey&width=636#


8/24/13 5:37 PMBWW Special Feature: 99 and Under the Radar - The Downtown Renaissance

Page 3 of 3http://www.broadwayworld.com/off-off-broadway/article/BWW-Special-Feature-99-and-Under-the-Radar-The-Downtown-Renaissance-20110209

BWW Special Feature: 99 and Under the Radar; A Jurassic Jaunt...
BWW Special Feature: 99 and Under the Radar; Smashing the Mirror
BWW Special Feature: 99 and Under the Radar; Shakespearean Summer Gems
BWW Special Feature: 99 and Under the Radar; A "Starship" and a "Screenplay..."
BWW Special Feature: 99 and Under the Radar; There's a Boomerang in the Park...
BWW Special Feature: 99 and Under the Radar; Two reasons to go 'Under'

TV

VIDEO: New Promo for
KENDRA ON TOP Season 2   

MOVIES

VIDEO: New RUNNER RUNNER
Clip, Featuring Ben Affleck &
Justin Timberlake

  

FASHION

Gisele Bundchen Revealed as
Top Paid Model; Miranda Kerr
Second

  

MUSIC

Photos: BOURNE LEGACY's
John Arcilla Serenades Crowd
with Broadway Songs

GEEKS

VIDEO: Apple Debuts New
Teaser for Mac Pro   

OPERA

STAGE TUBE: Sneak Peek at
MADAME BUTTERFLY,
Premiering on the Harbour
Stage in Sydney, March 21

  

DANCE

BWW Interviews: Director
Marc Robin Thrives on
'Regional Theatre Playground'

  

CLASSICAL

Minnesota Orchestra Buys
URLs Prior to Lockdown
Dispute

All Materials Copyright 2013 Wisdom Digital Media | Privacy Policy 

 

http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/BWW_Special_Feature_99_and_Under_the_Radar_A_Jurassic_Jaunt_20100831
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/BWW_Special_Feature_99_and_Under_the_Radar_Smashing_the_Mirror_20100820
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/BWW_Special_Feature_99_and_Under_the_Radar_Shakespearean_Summer_Gems_20100804
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/BWW_Special_Feature_99_and_Under_the_Radar_A_Starship_and_a_Screenplay_20100726
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/BWW_Special_Feature_99_and_Under_the_Radar_Theres_a_Boomerang_in_the_Park_20100716
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/BWW_Special_Feature_99_and_Under_the_Radar_Two_reasons_to_go_Under_20100714
http://bwwhub.com/
http://tv.broadwayworld.com/
http://tv.broadwayworld.com/
http://movies.broadwayworld.com/
http://movies.broadwayworld.com/
http://fashion.broadwayworld.com/
http://fashion.broadwayworld.com/
http://music.broadwayworld.com/
http://music.broadwayworld.com/
http://geeks.broadwayworld.com/
http://geeks.broadwayworld.com/
http://opera.broadwayworld.com/
http://opera.broadwayworld.com/
http://dance.broadwayworld.com/
http://dance.broadwayworld.com/
http://classical.broadwayworld.com/
http://classical.broadwayworld.com/
http://wisdomdigital.com/
http://broadwayworld.com/privacy.cfm

