BWW Special Feature: 99 and Under the Radar - The Downtown Renaissance

LOG IN | REGISTER NOW!

SPONSORED BY
% SPIDER-MAN

. SEATS
. TIX
- GROUP

Tours
London

Broadway
Off-Bway
Help, Pick Me a Show

Latest News
CDs/Books/DVDs
BWW Database
Grosses 8/18
Photos

Reviews
TV/Video

Broadway
West End

Off-topic
Student

Equity
Classifieds

Non Equity

BWW Junior
College Center
Elementary Center
High School Center

City Guide
Event Calendar
Hotel Finder

Restaurant Guide

Classroom
Guest Blogs
Tony Awards
Twitter Watch
Web Radio
Your Settings

CLICK HERE!

http://www.broadwayworld.com/off-off-broadway/article/BWW-Special-Feature-99-and-Under-the-Radar-The-Downtown-Renaissance-20110209

HARLEM SCHOOL OF THE ARTS

BWW Special Feature: 99 and Under the Radar - The Downtown
Renaissance

Feedback Print E-mail

Enter Your Email Michael Roderick
Welcome back to to 99 AND UNDER THE RADAR: A LOOK AT
INDIE THEATER'S MOVERS AND SHAKERS, BroadwayWorld's
new weekly series that showcases standout productions and
production companies from the independent theater scene in
New York City. Each week, independent producer Michael
Roderick will be discussing the latest goings on in the
theatrical wings, highlighting those with potentially bright
futures.

This Week's Topic: The downtown renaissance

It is often said that in difficult times, some of the best art is created.
If the current array of shows playing downtown are any indication of
the future, then that future looks considerably brighter than the
weather we've been experiencing lately. From explorations of
gentrification to giving the finger to the world of Christian rock, the
indie community has tackled it all and with a stunning level of grace.
The companies that have provided the Indie theatre scene with such
gems? Art. Party Theater Company, Wide Eyed Productions, Clout in the Mug Productions, and La Mama.

La Mama recently closed a new show called Camp Wanatachi which had a previous run in FringeNYC and
those who got to catch this limited run were really given quite the treat. This show defied many of the
assumptions made about independently produced theatre with a set that rivaled many Broadway stages
and talent that should be on Broadway right now. The show also introduced the audience to a brand new
sound in musical theatre. A sound filled with beat boxes, reverb, wa wa pedals, and looped remixes.
With that many new elements and such incredible design in both set and lights by Marc Janowitz, there
is a lot to live up to. The show exceeded the power within the first bouncy and hip tune incorporating
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actors moving through the audience, then squirting water pistols inches from your face. It's very rare for
all of the elements of design and performance to come together so seamlessly, but director Matt Cowart
Clay Aiken as Joseph 468

blocks the piece with such skill, no one ever seems out of place. Cowart has assisted a number of great

talents, but it won't be long before hundreds are assisting him. The work he did in this piece was Into the Woods Movie Cast 1769

inspired and he is certainly a director to watch in the coming years. The ensemble cast was Nicole Parker Starring in Funny Girl at 3-D Theatr... 8

extraordinarily tight in both their commitment to the show's subversive concepts and their vocals. A Rules on child actors? 5

major standout was Marissa O'Donnell who's 3 o' clock number about being in love with a girl featured a

note held so long that some audience members started looking at their watches in disbelief. Rounded out

by a book that captures adolescence by the talented Bekah Brunstetter and Natalie Elizabeth Weiss and

with choreography by Vanessa Walters that captured the frenetic pace of many of the electronica beats,

and introduced us to the idea of lunch room "swag", Camp Wanatachi, much like summer camp, seemed

to fly by. To see what you missed, check out their website here. Top Judgment WE ALL Roundabout  FLASH

On the other side of the street, the folks at Wide Eyed Productions opened their powerful night ofone Stories of  Day WANT... Underground FRIDAY:

acts titled "A Girl Wrote it" The show N e the Day Lacks 40 Years

features four plays by emerging 8/24 Passion Of ROCKY
HORROR

female playwrights as an answer to
the call of 50/50 in 2020 as well as a
number of very funny interludes
commenting on the challenges
female playwrights face. The most
thought provoking being Bekah
Brunstetter's piece about not being

GUEST BLOG- Ryan Bauer-Walsh of LMNOP -
Closing

GUEST BLOG- Reeves - Getting to BWay When
You Aren't in NYC

fantastic writing, directing, and
performing. The evening featured
plays steeped in genres like film noir,
and absurdism while also providing
some slapstick comedy. Most
impressive was the piece "The
Return of Toodles Von Flooz" by Lisa

Ferber directed with razor sharp precision by Kristin Skye Hoffman. Betty O'Boozenberg, (a brilliant
nerfarmance hv | ica Mamaz7a) delivere earh harrihle rliche with a ranfidenre and nizaz7z ac the nlav

Page 1 of 3


http://www.broadwayworld.com/off-off-broadway/article/BWW-Special-Feature-99-and-Under-the-Radar-The-Downtown-Renaissance-20110209#post
http://www.broadwayworld.com/printcolumn.php?id=208464
http://www.broadwayworld.com/emailcolumn.php?id=208464&seo_friendly=BWW-Special-Feature-99-and-Under-the-Radar-The-Downtown-Renaissance-20110209
http://www.broadwayworld.com/author/Michael-Roderick
http://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BeyeIiycZUrSrO7Db0AHNi4DwBdStpt0DAAAAEAEg_OSIGzgAWITO0LVqYMnGqYvApNgPsgEVd3d3LmJyb2Fkd2F5d29ybGQuY29tugEJNzI4eDkwX2FzyAEJ2gF-aHR0cDovL2Jyb2Fkd2F5d29ybGQuY29tL29mZi1vZmYtYnJvYWR3YXkvYXJ0aWNsZS9CV1ctU3BlY2lhbC1GZWF0dXJlLTk5LWFuZC1VbmRlci10aGUtUmFkYXItVGhlLURvd250b3duLVJlbmFpc3NhbmNlLTIwMTEwMjA5wAIC4AIA6gIRLzEwNjI5MzMwMC9PZmY3Mjj4AoHSHpAD4AOYA-ADqAMB0ASQTuAEAaAGFg&num=0&sig=AOD64_2AaIFmgtWxubjpUAQ9eqvx5bEf-A&client=ca-pub-5460348152661145&adurl=http://ad.doubleclick.net/jump/N4253.broadwayworld/B7823792.101616969;sz=728x90;kw=%5Burl_encoded_publisher_data%5D;ord=1675619575?
http://ad.doubleclick.net/clk;274520505;101005638;p?http://spidermanonbroadway.marvel.com/tickets/?utm_source=broadwayworld&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=spiderman
http://ad.doubleclick.net/clk;274520505;101005638;p?http://spidermanonbroadway.marvel.com/tickets/?utm_source=broadwayworld&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=spiderman
http://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BDSUVjCcZUv3kE4nT0AHUroDABuSrpt0DAAAAEAEg_OSIGzgAWMS30LVqYMneiovApNgPsgEVd3d3LmJyb2Fkd2F5d29ybGQuY29tugEKMzAweDYwMF9hc8gBCdoBfmh0dHA6Ly9icm9hZHdheXdvcmxkLmNvbS9vZmYtb2ZmLWJyb2Fkd2F5L2FydGljbGUvQldXLVNwZWNpYWwtRmVhdHVyZS05OS1hbmQtVW5kZXItdGhlLVJhZGFyLVRoZS1Eb3dudG93bi1SZW5haXNzYW5jZS0yMDExMDIwOcACAuACAOoCES8xMDYyOTMzMDAvT2ZmMzAw-AKB0h6QA-ADmAPgA6gDAdAEkE7gBAGgBhY&num=0&sig=AOD64_1hxOoZit8U_EA7_RfwvaGnlqL7Ng&client=ca-pub-5460348152661145&adurl=http://ad.doubleclick.net/jump/N4253.broadwayworld/B7823792.101618604;sz=300x250;kw=%5Burl_encoded_publisher_data%5D;ord=1012628471?
http://www.broadwayworld.com/off-off-broadway
http://www.broadwayworld.com/
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
http://www.broadwayworld.com/special-broadway-offers.cfm
http://www.broadwayworld.com/newlogin.cfm
http://www.broadwayworld.com/register.cfm
http://www.broadwayworld.com/shows/shows.php
http://www.broadwayworld.com/shows/shows.php?page=oshows
http://www.broadwayworld.com/shows/shows.php?page=tour
http://westend.broadwayworld.com/shows/shows.php?page=westend
http://www.broadwayworld.com/pickashow.cfm
http://www.broadwayworld.com/newsroom
http://www.broadwayworld.com/cdsbooksdvds.cfm
http://www.broadwayworld.com/bwidb/
http://www.broadwayworld.com/grosses.cfm
http://www.broadwayworld.com/gallerynew.cfm
http://www.broadwayworld.com/reviewsnew.cfm
http://www.broadwayworld.com/tvmainnew.cfm
http://www.broadwayworld.com/board/
http://westend.broadwayworld.com/board/
http://www.broadwayworld.com/board/index.php?boardname=off
http://www.broadwayworld.com/board/index.php?boardname=student
http://www.broadwayworld.com/equity.cfm
http://www.broadwayworld.com/nonequity.cfm
http://www.broadwayworld.com/classifieds/
http://www.broadwayworld.com/bwwjr.cfm
http://www.broadwayworld.com/studentcenter.cfm
http://www.broadwayworld.com/studentcalendar-elementary.cfm
http://www.broadwayworld.com/studentcalendarhighschool.cfm
http://www.broadwayworld.com/cityguide.cfm
http://www.broadwayworld.com/calendar.cfm
http://www.broadwayworld.com/hotels.cfm
http://www.broadwayworld.com/restaurants.cfm
http://www.broadwayworld.com/classroom.cfm
http://www.broadwayworld.com/guest-blogs.cfm
http://www.broadwayworld.com/tonyawards.cfm
http://www2.broadwayworld.com/tweets.cfm
http://www.broadwayworld.com/radio.cfm
http://www.broadwayworld.com/settings.cfm
http://www.broadwayworld.com/wireless.cfm
http://www.broadwayworld.com/people/Marc-Janowitz/
http://www.broadwayworld.com/people/Matt-Cowart/
http://www.broadwayworld.com/people/Marissa-O%2527Donnell/
http://www.broadwayworld.com/people/Bekah-Brunstetter/
http://www.campwanatachi.com/
http://www.broadwayworld.com/people/Bekah-Brunstetter/
http://www.broadwayworld.com/tvmainnew.cfm
http://www.broadwayworld.com/register.cfm
http://www.broadwayworld.com/special-broadway-offers.cfm
http://www.broadwayworld.com/special-broadway-offers.cfm
http://www.broadwayworld.com/special-broadway-offers.cfm
http://www.broadwayworld.com/special-broadway-offers.cfm
http://www.broadwayworld.com/board/index.php
http://www.broadwayworld.com/board/readmessage.php?thread=1063099
http://www.broadwayworld.com/board/readmessage.php?thread=1054564
http://www.broadwayworld.com/board/readmessage.php?thread=1063843
http://www.broadwayworld.com/board/readmessage.php?thread=1063862
http://www.broadwayworld.com/blogs/
http://www.broadwayworld.com/pulse/Top-Stories-of-the-Day
http://www.broadwayworld.com/pulse/Top-Stories-of-the-Day
http://www.broadwayworld.com/cornertable
http://www.broadwayworld.com/cornertable
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/BWW-CD-Reviews-Nadim-Naamans-WE-ALL-WANT-THE-SAME-Pitch-Perfect-But-Lacks-Passion-20130820
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/Roundabout-Underground-20130809
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/FLASH-FRIDAY-ROCKY-HORROR-40-Years-Of-Absolute-Pleasure-20130823
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/BWW-Blog-Ryan-Bauer-Walsh-of-Goodspeeds-LMNOP-Closing-20130823
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/BWW-Blog-Ryan-Bauer-Walsh-of-Goodspeeds-LMNOP-Closing-20130823
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/BWW-Blog-Hillary-Reeves-of-Camp-Broadway-Getting-Started-on-Broadway-When-You-Arent-in-NYC-20130819
http://www.broadwayworld.com/
http://www.broadwayworld.com/topic/INDEPTH-INTERVIEWS
http://www.broadwayworld.com/topic/CUTTING-EDGE-COMPOSERS
http://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=ChNGAiScZUqfqIIzO0AHBn4HoB5PB4u4Fu6qIsHvD-5HFtwEQASCd9fQBUM3x31lgycapi8Ck2A-gAa32necDyAEJqAMBqgTkAU_QDLiRfNDke12PLkC9fp5N5MvLXhS5XYU2lIk4nQxoUWm_WLpFST0d3Qkw22y3pjhWCeKVJ149grBMfuWukpY6jqRt4uyshqETk9DZfg1YbbW5J1QFo9HiWjfaUiCvFLVUVe85zvcQDoIkDih9XUiviywjmF3w1MGq0yJ7CSXFealM5oNqOld7qjP222mYmhuTDQIw4PJEcJoWWYnVqe3oWHKtNtXws1bDuAhQ7laCMI6dNvpfTu54FQWrPWiRtQ4XRM68a4537R52hOuTgGmokcJ1qVlOsVtPufMhA8RhZ125B6AGEYAHu4niGA&num=1&sig=AOD64_32ZO39iR_ZpNDZNW28gR2Vbyqsmw&client=ca-pub-5985687329815214&adurl=http%3A%2F%2Fad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh%3Dv8/3e48/2/0/%2a/e%3B272517422%3B3-0%3B0%3B101745901%3B2321-160/600%3B54075566/53982360/1%3B%3B%7Eokv%3D%3Bpc%3DgdnOxUCtgcAAAA%3B%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://www.extendedstayamerica.com/
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/BWW-TV-Exclusive-Backstage-with-Richard-Ridge-SAG-Foundation-Conversations-Series-with-Sebastian-Arcelus-20130824
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/BWW-TV-Exclusive-Backstage-with-Richard-Ridge-SAG-Foundation-Conversations-Series-with-Sebastian-Arcelus-20130824
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/BWW-TV-Exclusive-Backstage-with-Richard-Ridge-SAG-Foundation-Conversations-Series-with-Sebastian-Arcelus-20130824
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/BWW-TV-Exclusive-Backstage-with-Richard-Ridge-SAG-Foundation-Conversations-Series-with-Sebastian-Arcelus-20130824
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/BWW-TV-Exclusive-Backstage-with-Richard-Ridge-SAG-Foundation-Conversations-Series-with-Sebastian-Arcelus-20130824
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/BWW-TV-Exclusive-Backstage-with-Richard-Ridge-SAG-Foundation-Conversations-Series-with-Sebastian-Arcelus-20130824
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/BWW-TV-Exclusive-Backstage-with-Richard-Ridge-SAG-Foundation-Conversations-Series-with-Sebastian-Arcelus-20130824
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/BWW-TV-Exclusive-Backstage-with-Richard-Ridge-SAG-Foundation-Conversations-Series-with-Sebastian-Arcelus-20130824
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/BWW-TV-Exclusive-Backstage-with-Richard-Ridge-SAG-Foundation-Conversations-Series-with-Sebastian-Arcelus-20130824
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/BWW-TV-Exclusive-Backstage-with-Richard-Ridge-SAG-Foundation-Conversations-Series-with-Sebastian-Arcelus-20130824
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/BWW-TV-Exclusive-Backstage-with-Richard-Ridge-SAG-Foundation-Conversations-Series-with-Sebastian-Arcelus-20130824
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/BWW-TV-Exclusive-Backstage-with-Richard-Ridge-SAG-Foundation-Conversations-Series-with-Sebastian-Arcelus-20130824
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/BWW-TV-Exclusive-Backstage-with-Richard-Ridge-SAG-Foundation-Conversations-Series-with-Sebastian-Arcelus-20130824
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/BWW-TV-Exclusive-Backstage-with-Richard-Ridge-SAG-Foundation-Conversations-Series-with-Sebastian-Arcelus-20130824
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/BWW-TV-Exclusive-Backstage-with-Richard-Ridge-SAG-Foundation-Conversations-Series-with-Sebastian-Arcelus-20130824
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/BWW-TV-Exclusive-Backstage-with-Richard-Ridge-SAG-Foundation-Conversations-Series-with-Sebastian-Arcelus-20130824
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/BWW-TV-Exclusive-Backstage-with-Richard-Ridge-SAG-Foundation-Conversations-Series-with-Sebastian-Arcelus-20130824
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/BWW-TV-Exclusive-Backstage-with-Richard-Ridge-SAG-Foundation-Conversations-Series-with-Sebastian-Arcelus-20130824
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/BWW-TV-Exclusive-Backstage-with-Richard-Ridge-SAG-Foundation-Conversations-Series-with-Sebastian-Arcelus-20130824
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/BWW-TV-Exclusive-Backstage-with-Richard-Ridge-SAG-Foundation-Conversations-Series-with-Sebastian-Arcelus-20130824
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/BWW-TV-Exclusive-Backstage-with-Richard-Ridge-SAG-Foundation-Conversations-Series-with-Sebastian-Arcelus-20130824
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/BWW-TV-Exclusive-Backstage-with-Richard-Ridge-SAG-Foundation-Conversations-Series-with-Sebastian-Arcelus-20130824
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/BWW-TV-Exclusive-Backstage-with-Richard-Ridge-SAG-Foundation-Conversations-Series-with-Sebastian-Arcelus-20130824
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/BWW-TV-Exclusive-Backstage-with-Richard-Ridge-SAG-Foundation-Conversations-Series-with-Sebastian-Arcelus-20130824
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/BWW-TV-Exclusive-Backstage-with-Richard-Ridge-SAG-Foundation-Conversations-Series-with-Sebastian-Arcelus-20130824
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/BWW-TV-Exclusive-Backstage-with-Richard-Ridge-SAG-Foundation-Conversations-Series-with-Sebastian-Arcelus-20130824
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/BWW-TV-Exclusive-Backstage-with-Richard-Ridge-SAG-Foundation-Conversations-Series-with-Sebastian-Arcelus-20130824
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/BWW-TV-Exclusive-Backstage-with-Richard-Ridge-SAG-Foundation-Conversations-Series-with-Sebastian-Arcelus-20130824
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/BWW-TV-Exclusive-Backstage-with-Richard-Ridge-SAG-Foundation-Conversations-Series-with-Sebastian-Arcelus-20130824
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/BWW-TV-Exclusive-Backstage-with-Richard-Ridge-SAG-Foundation-Conversations-Series-with-Sebastian-Arcelus-20130824
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/BWW-TV-Exclusive-Backstage-with-Richard-Ridge-SAG-Foundation-Conversations-Series-with-Sebastian-Arcelus-20130824
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/BWW-TV-Exclusive-Backstage-with-Richard-Ridge-SAG-Foundation-Conversations-Series-with-Sebastian-Arcelus-20130824
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/BWW-TV-Exclusive-Backstage-with-Richard-Ridge-SAG-Foundation-Conversations-Series-with-Sebastian-Arcelus-20130824
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/BWW-TV-Exclusive-Backstage-with-Richard-Ridge-SAG-Foundation-Conversations-Series-with-Sebastian-Arcelus-20130824
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/BWW-TV-Exclusive-Backstage-with-Richard-Ridge-SAG-Foundation-Conversations-Series-with-Sebastian-Arcelus-20130824
http://www.broadwayworld.com/off-off-broadway/article/BWW-Special-Feature-99-and-Under-the-Radar-The-Downtown-Renaissance-20110209#
http://www.broadwayworld.com/off-off-broadway/article/BWW-Special-Feature-99-and-Under-the-Radar-The-Downtown-Renaissance-20110209#
http://www.broadwayworld.com/off-off-broadway/article/BWW-Special-Feature-99-and-Under-the-Radar-The-Downtown-Renaissance-20110209#
http://www.broadwayworld.com/off-off-broadway/article/BWW-Special-Feature-99-and-Under-the-Radar-The-Downtown-Renaissance-20110209#
http://www.broadwayworld.com/off-off-broadway/article/BWW-Special-Feature-99-and-Under-the-Radar-The-Downtown-Renaissance-20110209#
http://www.broadwayworld.com/off-off-broadway/article/BWW-Special-Feature-99-and-Under-the-Radar-The-Downtown-Renaissance-20110209#
http://www.broadwayworld.com/off-off-broadway/article/BWW-Special-Feature-99-and-Under-the-Radar-The-Downtown-Renaissance-20110209#
http://www.broadwayworld.com/off-off-broadway/article/BWW-Special-Feature-99-and-Under-the-Radar-The-Downtown-Renaissance-20110209#
http://www.broadwayworld.com/off-off-broadway/article/BWW-Special-Feature-99-and-Under-the-Radar-The-Downtown-Renaissance-20110209#
http://www.broadwayworld.com/off-off-broadway/article/BWW-Special-Feature-99-and-Under-the-Radar-The-Downtown-Renaissance-20110209#
http://www.broadwayworld.com/off-off-broadway/article/BWW-Special-Feature-99-and-Under-the-Radar-The-Downtown-Renaissance-20110209#
http://www.broadwayworld.com/off-off-broadway/article/BWW-Special-Feature-99-and-Under-the-Radar-The-Downtown-Renaissance-20110209#
http://www.broadwayworld.com/off-off-broadway/article/BWW-Special-Feature-99-and-Under-the-Radar-The-Downtown-Renaissance-20110209#
http://www.broadwayworld.com/off-off-broadway/article/BWW-Special-Feature-99-and-Under-the-Radar-The-Downtown-Renaissance-20110209#
http://www.broadwayworld.com/off-off-broadway/article/BWW-Special-Feature-99-and-Under-the-Radar-The-Downtown-Renaissance-20110209#
http://www.broadwayworld.com/off-off-broadway/article/BWW-Special-Feature-99-and-Under-the-Radar-The-Downtown-Renaissance-20110209#

BWW Special Feature: 99 and Under the Radar - The Downtown Renaissance 8/24/13 5:37 PM

careens towards a place even more wacky than when it started. All in all, a very good time is had by all. m

All of the shows are very strong and the team at Wide Eyed deserves to be commended for putting
Cre
Qfeq ‘6}'

Never make together an evening of such out and out quality. To snag your tickets before they are gone, click here.

coffee in a
And a mere 10 blocks up at the 14th street Y, The Red Fern Theater Company is presenting

% Gentrofusion. The piece is also a series of short plays hinged around the theme of gentrification. One of
again. the most impressive things about Red Fern is how well produced the shows are. From the choice of set,
to lights, to the order of the plays, Gentrifusion creates its own amazing fusion of art and culture. The
pieces take a very hard look at what happens when our home becomes someone else's as the result of a
shrinking wallet and rising rent. The work varies from a clever retelling of Our Town, to a tale of stealing
cupcakes and purses. Most impressive is Crystal Skillman's wonderfully touching piece "Crawl!" directed
by Colette Robert. Skillman's dialogue between two brothers deciding to sell their home is so natural

hotel bathroom

Kimmel

fully equipped k ‘ sounding and personal that one cannot help but be drawn in to the plight of these two men. The choice
grab-and-go bre of this piece as a closer was a great one indeed. There are still some tickets left for this evening that will
free Wi-| make you take a second look at your neighborhood. To grab them, go here.
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